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Why is World Expro 
essential reading?
As oil prices continue to remain volatile and consuming nations 
become increasingly determined to secure access to energy 
supplies, choosing the right investment and the right business 
partner has never been more essential. Investing in new 
technologies to further push the boundaries of oil and gas 
exploration and production is becoming more and more crucial 
to companies to boost reserves and output.

World Expro is the premier information source for the 
world’s upstream oil executives who need reliable and 
accurate intelligence to help them make critical business 
decisions. Aimed at senior board members, operations, 
procurement and E&P heads within the upstream industry 
World Expro provides  
a clear overview of the latest industry thinking regarding 
the key stages of exploration and production.

Regional focus > West Africa

worldexpro | www.worldexpro.com 63

Nigeria 
could be toppled from its 
spot as Africa’s foremost oil 
producer, losing up to $50 billion in 
foreign investment, according to Royal 
Dutch Shell’s regional executive vice president 
of exploration and production in Africa. 

“Nigeria’s position in global oil and gas 
markets cannot be taken for granted,” said 
Ann Pickard at February’s Nigeria Oil and Gas 
conference in Abuja, ahead of taking up her 
new role as head of Australian production and 
exploration for the petroleum giant the 
following month.

“Nigeria’s oil and 
gas production has 
not only failed to 
grow, it has fallen 
every year since 
2005,” she continued. 

“Investment 
in the industry 

has stalled.  
Final investment 

decisions are not 
being taken in deep 

water and, unlike 
Australia, no new liquefied 

natural gas (LNG) projects have been 
approved onshore. As a result, other 
countries are catching up with Nigeria fast.”

The Nigerian Parliament is currently 
debating the Petroleum Industry Bill, an 
attempt to reform the oil sector. If passed, it 
will mean that the government can decrease 

foreign firms’ share of profits and impose 
higher royalties and taxes. The proposals 
focus particularly on the growing 
deepwater sector; officials feel that present 
laws are too generous to foreign petroleum 
companies and are depriving Nigeria of the 
compensation of higher oil prices. 

Pickard, however, thinks the problems 
could be blamed on “a failure to recognise 
that we all benefit from taking a fair share 
of a growing industry rather than an 
excessive share of a declining one”. 
Royalties due on a large field such as 
Shell’s Bonga will jump from 1-2% to more 
than 20% if the new terms are accepted. 

Shell will not end its 50-year 
relationship with Nigeria, because the 
company has taken great strides in the 
region since 2005, including the supply of 
more than three quarters of Nigeria’s 
domestic gas and the construction of a 
new power plant that increased national 
grid capacity by approximately 20%. Total 
also plans to invest $20 billion with its 
partners in four to five years.

Despite this, Pickard believes that $50 
billion of planned investment in Nigeria’s 
hydrocarbons will not be proffered if the 
reforms go ahead. Indeed, Andrew 
Fawthrop, Nigeria head for Chevron, the 
biggest shareholder of the $9 billion 
Agbami field that reached peak 
production last year of 250,000bpd, has 
already commented: “We have to work 
closely together or billions of dollars will 
end up going elsewhere.” 

Trouble ahead?
Pickard is also convinced that mistakes  
in the bill may cause problems in years  
to come. “The simple, passionately stated 
priorities of government have been 
completely lost in a cumbersome 
document that lacks insight into the very 
basics of our industry,” she said at the 
Abuja-based conference. “If passed in the 
form currently proposed, its mistakes will 
take years to correct. All proposed 
deepwater projects between now and 
2020 will become uneconomic.” 

Moreover, militant attacks in the Niger 
Delta have had a huge impact on oil 
production. During the peak of the 
attacks last year, output slipped from 2.2 
million bpd to 1.5 million bpd, at which 
point Angola overtook Nigeria as Africa’s 

Nigeria risks forfeiting its status as Africa’s 
leading oil producer and losing billions of 

dollars worth of investment. Controversial 
government legislation, a steady stream 
of militant attacks and the increasing 
oil and gas production of nearby 

Angola are causing concern for 
international investors. 

Change 
of gear? 

 Final investment decisions aren’t 
being taken in deep water and  
no new LNG projects have been 
approved onshore. In this issue
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exploding sections of pipe and the JFK pipeline terror plot targeting 
New York, both in 2007, gave the public the impression that attacks 
on oil installations can be dramatically disruptive. 

While this may not be wholly true in practice, investment in 
surveillance equipment is critical. This is not only true for protecting 
installations against attacks but also making sure there is an awareness 
when spills occur and, in the US at least, for meeting regulations.

“We have used CCTV systems but these are generally only as 
good as the people watching them,” Jones says. 

Instead, he has taken Kinder Morgan down the route of using 
smart camera systems that send alarms to guards when there are 
pixel distillations or if critical assets in the frame, such as a valve or 
door handle, move.

Industry standards
In the US, the ‘terror effect’ has resulted in a drive towards more 
stringent regulations – a factor that Jones says will drive spending in 
this sector in years to come. In addition, there is the push for there 
to be a similarity between the security arrangements at varying oil 
installations across the country.

“Generally, we strive to meet the industry standard because if we 
all look alike and have the same types of structures, it reduces the 
potential of having it be a soft target,” Jones says.

Having a standard surveillance and protection system along the 
course of the pipeline will stand Iran in good stead to cross so many 
international borders and regulations. Due to the route it is taking, 
the pipeline will be able to keep itself away from tariff disputes, 

which generally affect the consumers in terms of heightened 
gas bills or disruption of gas supplies.

Many European countries such as Turkey, Switzerland, 
Austria, Germany, Italy and Greece are interested in 

buying natural gas from Iran. It promises to be a secured 
gas supply at a reasonable price and therefore has 

many promoters. But Iran’s history is far from 
squeaky clean and while many will view any 

development as a positive step, there will be 
those that are against the project – and 

will want to vent their anger. ■ 

I ran holds the world’s second largest 
gas reserves in the world after Russia 
and is planning to build the $4 billion 

Pars gas pipeline to transport much of this 
through Europe. If the plan goes ahead, it 
will rival the EU-backed Nabucco pipeline, 
which runs 3,300km from Turkey to Austria, 
and Russia’s 3,200km South Stream pipeline. 

The diameter of the Pars pipeline will be 
around 56in and it will have an initial 
designed capacity of 37 billion cubic metres 
per annum. The volume of gas Iran proposes 
to supply to south and central European 
countries will be 20% more than its rivals 
Nabucco and South Stream, according to 
market analyst GlobalData in its “Iran Plans 
to Build New Gas Pipeline to Europe: 
Further Troubles for European Union’s 
Nabucco Gas Pipeline” report. 

However, as well as logistical planning, 
Iran would do well to take the time to 
implement comprehensive security and an 
anti-terrorism infrastructure.

Likelihood of attack
Iran plans to come up with a new route to 
pump gas from the border point of Bazargan 
to Turkey. This infrastructure will then be 
connected to its own transmission pipeline 
and the gas will pass through Greece to Italy, 
and via Switzerland to Austria and Germany. 

Iran will avoid the Eastern European 
route because many countries along this 
path are participants in the Nabucco and 
South Stream pipeline projects.

Despite international sanctions, Iran seems 
to be well placed in its plan to develop the 
Pars gas pipeline. However, that does not 
mean it will be a popular development. 

Securing its safety as a critical asset must 
therefore be paramount in Iran’s thinking.

Kinder Morgan corporate security 
manager Duane Jones says attacks on 
pipelines in the US, where he is based, are 
rare, but elsewhere it is a different story. 

“One thing to recognise is that pipelines 
in Iraq and the Middle East are constantly 
under attack where the threat environment 
is very different,” Jones says.

The adversaries are intelligent and 
recognise what is and is not valuable, and 
what is worth spending resources on. For 
some, a pipeline that can be repaired 
within a couple of days would not be 
worthy of investment, but for others 
wanting to make a splash against Iran’s 
development into mainstream supply and 
demand markets, it just might.

Critical protection
Iran’s nuclear development plan has drawn 
criticism from many, including the US and 

UN. This has resulted in sanctions and 
political pressure from the US, which has 
compelled most European countries to stop 
supplying raw materials and technology for 
Iran’s energy sector development.

The sanctions have also hit Iran’s plan to 
develop its LNG industry as most of its 
European partners have withdrawn their 
support from different LNG projects. In May 
2008, pressure from the US Government 
prevented Royal Dutch Shell and Repsol 
investing $10 billion in the Persian LNG 
project. In the absence of these LNG 
terminals, the only option left for Iran is to 
export its abundant natural gas to the high 
demand markets in southern and central 
Europe through the new pipeline.

Becoming so unpopular, however, 
increases the risks to Iran’s infrastructure, 
especially when it crosses international 
land. Jones says that incidents such as the 
Ejército Popular Revolucionario’s attempt 
to disrupt Pemex’s supply in Mexico by 

Insight > Pipeline technology

      There may be 
trouble ahead
Iran plans to build the ambitious Pars pipeline to transport gas through Europe. World Expro 
examines how, in this political climate, it will become an asset that requires active protection.
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Pipelines in Iraq and the Middle 
East are constantly under attack 
where the threat is very different.

Pars pipeline: The volume of gas 
Iran proposes to supply to south 
and central European countries 

will be 20% more than its rivals.
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Insight > Fixed & fl oating

T he search for cost-effective and 
reliable technology to remotely 
monitor cathodic protection (CP) 

installations is essential in today’s oil industry. 
While technology that relies on the hardware 
of the supervisory control and data acquisition 
(SCADA) network has proved successful, it 
requires extensive pre-acquisition, pre-
planning and lengthy administration.

Despite the economic setbacks of the 
world economic situation, new oilfields are 
being constructed and old wells brought 
back to life. This has led to the installation of 
underground structures from pipelines to 
storage tanks to well casings, which has 
made remote monitoring a necessity.

The maintenance of a CP system can be 
extremely demanding under stringent 
monitoring system procedures. The periodic 
surveys for vast areas require that CP 
personnel set priorities on maintenance and 
remedial actions to maximise the use of their 
available resources. The decision to install a 
remote monitoring system (RMS) for a CP 
system should be based on the following 
factors: local laws and regulations on 
monitoring; available resources; geography; 
the critical nature of the structure that the CP 
system protects; and economics.

Many CP operators are struggling with 
scarce resources in manpower and trained 

personnel to perform CP monitoring. 
Local laws and regulations dictate that 
CP is reported and maintained frequently 
to ensure its adequate operation, 
otherwise operators may be subjected to 
penalties or accountability. The inclusion 
of an RM unit should be evaluated on a 
case-by-case basis considering the above 
factors. CP operators maintaining the 
system are familiar with the challenges 
facing them and should be able to make 
that judgment. The Saudi Aramco 
organisation policy to install an RMU is 
mandatory for cross-country pipelines, 
but for other locations the decision is 

driven by economics at the time of the 
project proposals study.  

Monitoring strategy
A comprehensive and stringent procedure 
for monitoring CP systems has been 
established (Table 1). Each facility by 
procedure is requested to conduct the 
survey and issue an annual report detailing 
deficiencies and the recommendations to 
correct them. The standards provide 
minimum criteria for designing CP systems 
and set specifications for the RMU. 

The procedure governing monitoring 
gives details for each test and task to be 

A close look

The Middle East oil industry has seen tremendous growth in oil producing and handling facilities, 
matched by an increased number of cathodic protection installations. Monitoring these installations 
presents challenges to CP operators. However, these can be overcome by using a remote monitoring 
system, says Abdulhameed Bukhamsin, Saudi Aramco.

Table 1. Cathodic protection monitoring procedures at Saudi Aramco

Period Rectifier Anode bed Anode 
junction box  Annual survey

Monthly Check if the rectifier 
is operating. n/a n/a n/a

Quarterly

Record voltage and amp.
Calibrate the meter.
Record oil and 
temperature readings.

n/a n/a n/a

Annually General inspection.
Replace oil if necessary.

Measure the 
current output 
of anode bed.

Inspect and 
perform 
general 
maintenance.

Take potential 
readings at the 
surface and every 
10m thereafter.
Take current 
reading for each 
well casing.

Source: Saudi Aramco
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Editorial March 2016
The intelligence
Market outlook
GlobalData offers research from its latest survey looking 
at procurement and budgetary trends in the offshore oil 
and gas industry.

Vital stats

Hot topic
The newly-announced Maersk Culzean Project in the 
North Sea could be just one sign of a revived North 
Sea. Production has increased since the Chancellor’s 
tax breaks earlier this year. World Expro finds what 
else could be on the horizon for the UK’s oil and gas 
industry.

Safety & security
Dr. Kathryn Mearns, Human Factors Specialist, 
ConocoPhillips
Working in the harsh unforgiving environment of an offshore 
production platform can be dangerous, but ConocoPhillips 
try to reduce the risks by focusing on behavioural-based 
safety.

Subsea production
Hans Christian Hamre, Subsea Processing Expert, 
Shell
With the low oil price giving rise to even closer scrutiny of all 
investment decisions, flow assurance and subsea processing 
must benefit from industry-wide collaboration. 

Inspection, maintenance and 
repair
Hesham Haleem, Senior Integrity Engineer, Wood 
Group Kenny
The data collection throughout the lifecycle of offshore 
assets can be critical in prolonging their useful life. We find 
out what role this data collection plays and how it is best 
interpreted.

Pipeline technology
Mauricio Palomino, Senior Solution Architect, 
Intelligent Pipeline, GE Oil & Gas
Sticking with the theme of big data, we find out the role it 
plays in the improving the safety and efficiency of pipelines, 
or ‘Intelligent pipelines’ as GE calls them.

Drilling & well technology
David Dowell, Drilling Consultant, Chevron
Dual gradient drilling is one of the most rapidly developing 
parts of managed pressure drilling. We find out how Chevron 
approaches well control for this type of subsea drilling.

Transport & logistics
Vinod Menon, Global Sub category Manager, 
Schlumberger
Given the industry’s widespread operational footprint across 
many different environments, efficient logistics are critical. 
We find out how outsourcing can help to improve efficiency 
and save money.

Operations
Are we seeing an era of consolidation in the oil and gas 
industry? With budgets tightening amid the drop in oil 
prices, will more mergers like that between Shell and BG 
Group become a reality?

Editorial content is subject to change.
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Digital Edition
20,000 copies will be sent via email to senior decision makers who 
buy, specify and recommend products at major companies world wide.

High Impact 
Your advert will be placed in an environment in which the reader 
already has an interest and that will stimulate a strong impulse to buy. 
However, the real value comes when major decision makers suddenly 
find a focused journal, specifically dedicated to their needs, that they 
can easily share with their peers and teams.

The digital edition will provide links to your website, which will allow 
instant access or ordering. In addition, your advertisement or editorial can 
be enhanced with animation or video for greater impact and response. 

Search Engine Friendly
The digital edition of World Expro will be indexed by leading 
search engines, providing yet another way to draw readers to your 
advertisement. Readers looking for specific information will arrive at 
the digital magazine page as easily as at a website. 

 Online advertising digital edition

 Banner (468x60 pixels)

 Mini Tower (120x300 pixels)

 Spotlight (120x60 pixels)

 Production details

 All ads must be supplied in either JPG, GIF, animated GIF, HTML or SWF file formats. 
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Oil Majors

�� BP
�� Chevron Texaco
�� ENI AGIP
�� ExxonMobil
�� Royal Dutch Shell
�� Total

National & Independent Oil Companies
�� Amerada Hess
�� Anadarko
�� BHP Billiton
�� CNOOC
�� CNPC (China National  

Petroleum Company)
�� ConocoPhillips
�� EnCana
�� Gazprom
�� KPC (Kuwait Petroleum Company)
�� Lukoil
�� Marathon

�� NIOC (Iran)
�� NOC Libya
�� Norsk Hydro
�� Occidental Petroleum Corporation
�� Pars Oil & Gas
�� PDVSA (Petróleos de Venezuela)
�� Pemex
�� Pertamina
�� Petrobras
�� Petro-Canada
�� PetroChina
�� Petronas
�� Petrotrin
�� Repsol YPF
�� Saudi Aramco
�� StatoilHydro
�� TNK BP
�� Unocal
�� Wintershall
�� Yukos

Contractors 
�� AMEC
�� Baker Hughes Inteq
�� Cameron
�� Expro
�� FMC
�� Halliburton
�� KBR
�� Landmark
�� Saipem
�� Schlumberger
�� Subsea Seven
�� Technip
�� Transocean
�� Weatherford
�� Wood Group

Recipients include top-level decision-makers from 
companies such as:

Circulation and Readership

CiRCulation by geogRaphy

�� CEO/President

�� Regional, Divisional CEO, VP

�� Head of Procurement

�� Head of E&P

�� Operations Director

�� Project Manager (Logistics, 

Exploration, Drilling, Production)

�� Departmental Head (Drilling, Subsea, 

HSE, Technical, Engineering)

We have a dedicated team of researchers 
working hard to ensure that our 
circulation list is constantly updated, 
and remains the finest database of key 
decision-makers in the world.

North America/Canada  35%

Western Europe  30%

Asia/Far East  
12%

Middle East  8%

FSU  7%

Latin America  5% Africa  3%

CiRCulation by Job FunCtion
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The key to World Expro’s success is its carefully targeted ABC-audited circulation. World Expro reaches key 
decision-makers within state-owned and independent oil and gas producing companies, the contractor 
community and financial and consulting organisations. World Expro is read by personnel ranging from 
presidents and CEOs to heads of E&P, project managers and geophysicists to engineers.

World Expro is distributed in March and September internationally at corporate, divisional/
regional and project level and has an estimated readership of 56,000 (publisher’s statement).
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Additional Features
World Expro also offers the following to readers and advertisers:

�� Product showcase editorial

�� Reader response mechanism

�� Industry analysis and supplier reports on the World Expro website

Advertising
Quality content combined with a first-class approach to circulation will ensure that advertisers 
are able to reach and impress the business leaders they need to influence.

�� Your advertisement placed within the relevant editorial section 

�� A website listing

 Colour Spot Mono

Double Page Spread (DPS) £10,900 £10,300 £9,850

Single Page £5,900 £6,100 £5,800

Half Page £3,900 £3,600 £3,400

Island £4,500 £4,000 £3,800

Special Positions
Outside back cover £10,300 - -

Inside Front/back cover £9,800 - -

Opposite contents £8,700 - -

Eight-page supplement flash front cover 1000 run-ons   

Four-page supplement logo within contents page 1000 run-ons   

Outsert   

Belly Band   

Reader Response
Quality content combined with a first-class approach to circulation will ensure that advertisers 
are able to reach and impress the buyers they need to influence. 
World Expro offers readers numerous options to respond to advertisements. Each edition  
will feature a reader response system and a comprehensive advertiser index. 

Direct responses to advertisements together with category responses are sent to advertisers  
at regular intervals for up to a year after publication.

For customised and bespoke publishing options please contact us: 

Published by Global Trade Media
Brunel House, 55-57 North Wharf Road, London, W2 1LA, UK   

Tel: +44 20 7915 9600  Fax: +44 20 7915 9773  Email: info@globaltrademedia.com  www.globaltrademedia.com
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